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MEMORANDUM TO CLERKS, UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURTS

SUBJECT:   Chapter 12 - INFORMATION

Absent action by the Congress and the President, Chapter 12 of the Bankruptcy
Code will expire on October 1, 2001.

On June 26, 2001, the President signed into law H.R. 1914 (Public Law 107-17),
which retroactively extended chapter 12 of title 11 of the Unites States Code for four
months beginning on June 1, 2001, and ending on October 1, 2001.

On September 10, 2001, Representative Tammy Baldwin introduced legislation to
extend Chapter 12 for an additional six months.  This bill has been referred to the House
Committee on the Judiciary for its consideration.  Earlier this year, legislation was also
introduced in both the House and the Senate to permanently reenact Chapter 12.

Even if Chapter 12 expires on October 1, 2001, pending Chapter 12 cases will not
be affected.  Once Chapter 12 expires, your office should not accept any new Chapter 12
filings until legislation extending Chapter 12 is enacted. 

We are continuing to follow this issue closely and will advise you promptly of any
further developments.  Please feel free to contact Mary Fritsche (AOHUBPO Fritsche,
Mary) or Mary Louise Mitterhoff (AOHUBPO Mitterhoff, Mary Louise) of my staff at
202-502-1540 with any questions you may have.  Please share this email with the judges
in your district.

Glen K. Palman


